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The Grand Teton, Mt. Owen, and Teewinot above Teton Park Road.

 The Grand Teton Climbers’ Ranch is one of the most valuable benefits that the American Alpine Club provides for our 
members, the climbing community, and visitors to Grand Teton National Park.  Every AAC member receives a discount on lodging 
rates at the Climbers’ Ranch.  Indeed, membership in the AAC includes a significant number of benefits, including annual copies of 
the American Alpine Journal and Accidents in North American Mountaineering, borrowing privileges (including through the mail) 
at the Henry S. Hall, Jr. AAC Library, a rescue, evacuation, and insurance program, discounts at other AAC lodging and camping 
facilities, discounts on climbing gear from AAC partners, and the opportunity to join fellow climbers at AAC special events.  The 
AAC has Club Sections in every region of the United States.  You can find out more in the AAC Guidebook to Membership on the 
AAC website at www.AmericanAlpineClub.org.  We welcome all visitors at the Climbers’ Ranch to join the AAC today!



 The mission of the Grand Teton Climbers’ Ranch is to provide 
inexpensive, extended-stay accommodations for mountaineers visiting 
Grand Teton National Park.  As a facility of the American Alpine Club, the 
Climbers’ Ranch also represents the interests and concerns of the American 
climbing community in the Park, cooperates with the National Park Service in 
conservation of the environment and preservation of the historic structures 
of the ranch, and provides a venue for the cultivation of mountain craft, the 
exchange of information about the Teton Range, and the promotion of good 
fellowship among climbers.

Grand Teton Climbers’ Ranch
Mission Statement

Storm over the Teton Range.

The approach to Cube Point’s East Ridge. Photo by Andrew Edwards



 The Grand Teton Climbers’ Ranch opened in 1970 under 
a Special Use Permit granted by the National Park Service to the 
American Alpine Club for the establishment of a “Mountain 
Climbing Center” in Grand Teton National Park.  That original 
Special Use Permit specifically recognized that “mountain climbing 
is one of the principal visitor recreational uses in Grand Teton.” The 
Climbers’ Ranch thus became the successor to the famous Jenny 
Lake climbers’ camp, which had been used by Tetons climbers 
from the 1950s until its closure in 1966.

 The Climbers’ Ranch is located four miles inside the 
entrance to Grand Teton National Park at Moose, Wyoming, 
about 20 miles north of the town of Jackson.  The ranch occupies a 
sanctuary at the end of a winding lane off Teton Park Road, across 
a bridge spanning Cottonwood Creek, and nestled against the high 
glacial moraine impounding Taggart and Bradley Lakes.  Base 
elevation at the ranch is nearly 6,700 feet.  Three miles north is Jenny 
Lake, the epicenter of the Park for both climbers and tourists.  The 
central peaks of the Teton Range, including the Grand, Middle, and 
South Tetons, Cloudveil Dome, Nez Perce, Mt. Owen, Teewinot, 
and other high alpine peaks can be approached on trails directly 
from the ranch.

 In its original life, the Climbers’ Ranch was known as the 
Double Diamond Dude Ranch, which opened in 1924 and remained 
in operation either as a dude ranch or tourist camp through 1964, 
when Grand Teton National Park acquired the property.  In 1985 
the Taggart Lake/Beaver Creek Fire destroyed half of the original 
structures on the property.  The ranch was resurrected through the 
cooperation of the National Park Service and the American Alpine 
Club.  The Ortenburger Cabin is so-named since it is the first cabin 
brought to the property after the fire, through the efforts of Leigh 
Ortenburger.  The Historic Lodge, constructed in 1945, originally 
served as the Double Diamond dining hall, and was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1998.
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 Grand Teton National 
Park contains some of the most 
magnificent alpine landscapes 
in the United States.  Within the 
Park boundaries there are eight 
peaks and multiple pinnacles 
over 12,000 feet high, with the 
Grand Teton rising in the heart 
of the range to 13,770 feet.  The 
summit of the Grand Teton 
is 7,000 feet above the valley 
floor.  Hundreds of climbing 
routes range from scrambles to 
some of the most challenging 
mixed climbs in the United 
States.  Many of the major peaks 
harbor snowfields throughout 
the summer.  Horace Albright, 
the second Director of the 
National Park Service and the 
inspirational force behind the 
creation of Grand Teton National 
Park, described the Teton Range 
as “the Alps of America.”

Grand 
Teton 
National 
Park

Grand Teton, North Face, with The Enclosure at right.  Photo by Andrew Edwards

Garnet Canyon. Photo by Andrew Edwards Grand Teton from the Middle Teton. Photo by Andrew Edwards



 Grand Teton National Park 
was established in 1929.  The original 
territory of the Park was limited to the 
mountains  and the lakes at the base of the 
range, excluding Jackson Lake.  Between 
1927 and 1943, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
through the Snake River Land Company, 
acquired over 32,000 acres of Jackson 
Hole, the sagebrush valley which forms 
the eastern foreground of the range.  
In 1943, President Franklin Roosevelt 
established the Jackson Hole National 
Monument, consisting of 221,000 acres 
of federal lands, lakes, and waterways.  
In 1949, following a period of local 
controversy about the future of Jackson 
Hole as either a ranching community or 
the locus of a National Park, Rockefeller 
deeded the lands held by the Snake River 
Land Company to the United States.  
Finally, in 1950, Congress established 
the present Grand Teton National 
Park, combining the original Park, the 
Monument, and the Rockefeller gift.

 The boundaries of Grand Teton 
National Park extend about 40 miles 
along the axis of the Teton Range from 
north to south, with a maximum width 
of about 20 miles, although generally 
narrower.  The Park consists of 310,000 
acres, or 485 square miles.  Yellowstone, 
by contrast, occupies over 2.2 million 
acres, or nearly 3,500 square miles.  
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National 
Parks have been connected since 1972 

by the John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial 
Parkway, which is a separate reserve 
of about 24,000 acres.  By virtue of 
the Parkway, Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Parks have become a 
single large sanctuary, as originally 
dreamt by Horace Albright and other 
conservationists, including LeRoy 
Jeffers, first librarian of the American 
Alpine Club.  The south boundary of 
Yellowstone National Park is about 30 
miles north of the Climbers’ Ranch.

The Middle Teton and Garnet Canyon.  Photo by Andrew Edwards

Climber on rappel above Jenny Lake.



The Grand Teton and Mt. Owen.   Photo by Andrew Edwards



Ranch Accommodations
 The Climbers’ Ranch provides rustic, dormitory-style lodging in a communal, co-ed setting.  There are ten guest cabins on the property, several of 
which are divided into two sides, or have more than one room. None of the rooms or cabins are private.  Each cabin or room has four to six bunks.  Bunks may 
be reserved on the website of the American Alpine Club.  Mattresses and bedding are not provided, so guests must bring their own sleeping bags and camp 
pads.  There is a central Shower House with separate hot showers, sinks and toilet facilities for men and women.  Guests prepare meals on camping stoves or 
small electric appliances at an outdoor Cook Shelter, since there is no meal service or guest kitchen.  The Climbers’ Ranch provides courtesy use of coolers and 
other plastic containers for dry food storage, and ice is sold at the ranch office.  Loaner bikes are available for use on the Park bike path which passes within 
half a mile of the ranch.  The ranch library contains an excellent collection of mountaineering literature, guide books, and informational material about the 
Teton Range and Grand Teton National Park.  Cold nights are warmed by the library woodstove.

Park Environment
 While approximately four million people a year visit Grand Teton National Park, the Park retains many of the wilderness characteristics which inspired its 
creation.  Wildlife abounds throughout the Park and in the immediate vicinity of the Climbers’ Ranch.  Grizzly and black bears, wolves, coyotes, buffalo, moose, 
elk, and mule deer are frequently sighted, and are as distinct a treasure of the environment as the great alpine peaks.  A colorful pageant of birds and wildflowers 
graces every area of Jackson Hole, from stream corridor to sage meadow to lodgepole pine and spruce forest to alpine tundra.  More than 250 miles of trails are 
maintained by the Park Service throughout the valley and around the morainal lakes, into the deep recesses of the canyons upward to the alpine lakes, and 
then beyond, where climbers’ trails continue to the heights.  Several small glaciers survive in the upper canyons.  After the first mile or two of hiking, or the 
first thousand feet of elevation gain, the crowds of visitors touring the valley seem to define a different place.

Nightfall at the Climbers’ Ranch.   Photo by Robert Montague



View from Mt. Moran, East and West Horns.  
Photo by Sean O’Rourke

View from Mt. Owen.  
Photo by Sean O’Rourke

Summit of Nez Perce, Buck Mt. beyond.  
Photo by Sean O’Rourke

The Shadow Range.  
Photo by Justin Trana

Upper Shadow Peak Cirque.  
Photo by Sean O’Rourke

The Grand Teton, East Ridge.  
Photo by Sean O’Rourke



The Teton Range from Table Mountain.  
Photo by Sean O’Rourke

 “Almost everyone who has done any mountain climbing in the United States sooner 
or later visits the Tetons and ascends one or more of the high peaks. They rise steadily at a 
high angle, bristle with spires and pinnacles, and are topped by sharp summits. Whereas 
most other ranges are obscured by unimportant foothills, the Tetons rise abruptly as much 
as 7,000 feet from the flat plains of Jackson Hole, culminating in the 13,776 foot summit 
of the Grand Teton. The Tetons are very accessible. ... The summit of the Grand Teton is 
but little more than three horizontal miles from the nearest approach road. Every peak 
between Death Canyon on the south and Moran Canyon on the north may be climbed in 
one day from a permanent campsite at Jenny Lake, although most of the higher and more 
distant peaks are seldom climbed in less than two days. And the climbing is enjoyable!”

—Leigh Ortenburger, A Climber’s Guide to the Teton Range (1956)

Climbing in the Tetons



The American Alpine Club Grand Teton Climbers’ Ranch is an authorized concessioner of the National Park Service.

American Alpine Club
710 Tenth St., Suite 100

Golden, Colorado 80401
Telephone: (303) 384-0111

www.AmericanAlpineClub.org

Grand Teton Climbers’ Ranch
P.O. Box 57

Moose, Wyoming 83012
Telephone: (307) 733-7271

June 1 to September 15
 www.AmericanAlpineClub.org


